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We venture to invite the attention of our readers in various 
parts of the world to this subject. The cause of Shrikes’ 
shambles is surely not a thing “ past finding out.” 


IX.—Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed “To the 


Editor of ‘ The Ibis’ ” :— 
Simlah, 3 Sept. 1868. 


Srr,—In ‘The Ibis’ for 1868 (page 79) Mr. Beavan gives 
Corydalla richardi as occurring at Simlah, and remarks that the 
specimens procured by him agreed well enough with Colonel 
Tytler’s. Now, on examining these last, I find them to be 
examples of Agrodroma sordida. Some twenty years ago Mr. 
Blyth gave Col. Tytler an Agrodroma sordida ticketed “ Anthus 
richardi ”—the tickets of the two species, I suppose, having got 
exchanged owing to the ministering careof some intelligent native, 
and Mr. Blyth, before giving the specimen, having failed to see 
that all was right. This circumstance misled Colonel Tytler; other- 
wise a single glance at the hind claw would have been sufficient 
to separate the two species. In C. richardi it is from ‘6 to °95 in. 
in length, and nearly straight. In A. sordida it is about ‘35 in. 
long, and moderately curved. I have never obtained C. richardi 
in the neighbourhood of Simlah. It breeds, I know, in Ladak, 
but it has not yet occurred in any of the collections made for 
me at Simlah and in its immediate neighbourhood, although 
in the cold season I have often procured it on the plains. 

Further on (page 166) Mr. Beavan says that, according to 
Col. Tytler, Corvus intermedius breeds at Simlah in July and 
August ; but the Colonel tells me that this is a mistake, as he 
never named those months as the breeding-time. As a matter 
of fact the species lays in May and June; and by the 10th of 
July this year the young had all flown, and every nest (and I had 
nearly a hundred searched) was empty. 

In the same volume (page 306) Herr von Pelzeln describes 
a Falcon from Kotegurh, under the name of “ Falco communis, 
Gm.”’, by which designation I suppose (though I am not sure) 
him to mean the species generally known as Falco peregrinus *. 


* [Many ornithologists, it is true, use the name F. communis for F. 
L y g 2 3 
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Now the blackish head and nape, with the rufous base of the 
feathers showing through in places on the nape, are alone enough 
to awaken my suspicion that this specimen is an example of F. 
peregrinator ; and, asa fact, I believe we have here in Col. Tytler’s 
museum the partner of this very bird, also from Kotegurh, and 
shot almost at the same time. I would remark that it is a mis- 
take to suppose that all specimens of F. peregrinator exhibit in 
an equally marked degree the rufous underplumage. I have 
one specimen, an adult male, the whole lower parts of which, 
including the chin and throat, are of a pure bright (but not deep) 
chestnut. On the other hand, Col. Tytler has a fine male, an 
undoubted F. peregrinator, which has the chin, throat, and neck 
in front pure white, the ear-coverts and sides of the neck only 
having a faint salmon-coloured tinge towards the tip of the 
feathers. On the breast some feathers are nearly pure white, 
others, chiefly towards the sides, have a decided, but not deep, 
salmon-coloured tinge. The middle of the abdomen alone is of 
a pure salmon-colour, the vent is yellowish, and the sides, flanks, 
thighs, and lower tail-coverts have only a faint yellowish salmon- 
coloured tinge. The head, nape, and upper part of the back are 
positively black ; there are the buff or rufous-buff patches on the 
nape, and the numerous comparatively narrow bars on the 
inuer web of the first primaries. Yet as regards the rufous 
tinge, with the exception of the median patch on the abdomen, 
I have seen many examples of the true F. peregrinus more 
rufous. 

I should like Herr von Pelzeln to examine the under surface 
of the first primary in his bird, and see if the white bars are not 
more numerous and, compared with specimens of apparently the 
same age, far narrower than they are in any true F. peregrinus. 
Moreover I would add that his specimen, if I am correct, is the 
female of the very male bird I have just described. Falco pere- 


peregrinus ; but others consider the “ Falco communis indicus” of Gmelin 
to refer to the species subsequently called by Prof. Sundevall F. pere- 
grinator. This is what Herr von Pelzeln seems to have done, but our 
correspondent’s remarks make the differences between the species last 
mentioned and F. peregrinus so very clear that they will be read with 
interest.— Eb. ] 
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grinator runs decidedly smaller than F. peregrinus. The wing 
of the male above mentioned is only 11°5 inches; and though 
Dr. Jerdon gives 13°5 as the length of the wing in a female, 
a very fine one that I shot near Lahore measured only 12-9. 

There is a specimen, as pointed out by Mr. Gurney [Ibis, 
1866, pp. 235, 236], in the British Museum which must closely 
resemble Herr von Pelzeln’s bird and that which I have de- 
scribed. And there is another, mentioned by Dr. Jerdon, in the 
Asiatic Society’s Museum, which is also of much the same type ; 
‘but in all the intense blackness (as compared with any stage of 
F. peregrinus) of the head, nape, upper back and cheek-stripe, 
the buff or rufous base of many of the nape-feathers, the more 
numerous and, compared with individuals of the same age, nar- 
rower white or rufous bars on the inner web of the first primary, 
together with the smaller size, at once separate them as F. pe- 
regrinator from the true F. peregrinus. 

If any one says that F. peregrinator is not worthy of specific 
separation, I reply, wait till you fly the bird. Work one against 
the best F. peregrinus, and mark how much greater the rapidity 
of the flight, and above all of the swoop of the “ Shaheen,” em- 
phatically the “ Royal” Falcon of the East. If greater powers 
of flight, combined with constant distinctions of plumage, such 
as I have above noted, and difference of habitat (for F. pere- 
grinator breeds freely in Central and Southern India, F. pere- 
grinus never, I believe) are not sufficient to constitute a species, 
we may at once have done with scientific nomenclature in 
ornithology. I am, &c., 

Arran Hume. 


Simla, 6th October, 1868. 
S1r,—The several phases of plumage that the young of many 
birds assume induces me to send you a brief notice of a few in 
my collection, which may not be altogether uninteresting. I 
have shot nearly the whole of the specimens to which my remarks 
refer myself, and so feel perfectly satisfied as to their sex, which 
was in every case ascertained by dissection. 


Turpus HopGsonl, Lafr.; Jerdon, B. Ind. No. 368. 


l. g juv., from Cashmere. Length 11°5in., bill from gape 


Letters, Announcements, &c. 123 


1:25, wing 6°75, tail 5°25, tarsus 15. Head, neck, back, 
rump, tail, and wings rather light ashy-brown, darkest on the 
head, back, and wings, a white streak along the middle of the 
back-feathers, which are also faintly tipped with black. Back of 
the head, neck, and cheeks faintly dotted with white. Quill- 
feathers blackish-brown, edged with light brown, a white patch 
on the bend of the wing; several of the upper wing-coverts with 
a white middle and tip ; wader wing-coverts pure white, becoming 
dusky towards the under tail-coverts. Throat, breast, and ab- 
domen with the tip of cach feather blackish brown, giving the 
appearance of round drops. Bill and legs brownish horn- 


colour. 


2. g juv., from Mundhole, shot in July. Length 8°5 in., 


bill from gape 1:125, wing 5:125, tail 3, tarsus 1:25. In 
colouring very like the last, except that it is lighter and the 
markings 4re very distinct. This example was following its 
mother when I shot them both. The female is of a uniform 
slaty-brown above, devoid of all the markings that the young 
have on their back ; but the wing-feathers are edged with whitish, 
the breast-spots are more elongated, and the spots on the 
abdomen darker, larger, and more numerous. 

The resemblance which this species bears to the European 
Turdus viscivorus is very great, but there is a decided differencc 
between the two species. For instance a young male of the 
European bird in my collection, to all appearance about the same 
age as No. 1, above described, is of a much lighter and more 
rufous-brown than the Indian; the head also is more considerably 
albescent, as is the upper part of the back, and both are dotted 
with blackish-brown, darkest on the back. There is also a well- 
defined dark superciliary streak, of which the Indian specimen 
has no trace. In the European bird the secondaries and some 
of the other wing-feathers are broadly edged with rufous-white, 
and the flanks are strongly tinged with rufous, which is not the 
case with the Indian species. Even in the adult female there is 
a striking difference between the two birds; for an example from 
France of that age and sex has the edge of its wing-feathers 
white, the spots on the lower surface extend almost to the chin, 
and there is a decided rufous tinge on the flanks; whereas in 
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T. hodgsoni the throat and chin are white, and the rufous tinge 
on the flanks is entirely wanting. 

I have had several opportunities of observing this species, 
and have always found it on hills well covered with forest- 
trees. The moment the birds are disturbed, they utter a 
peculiar note, which appears to be taken up by others, should 
there be any more about. They are not at first difficnlt to 
approach, but when fired at become exceedingly wild. The 
young, while following their mother, extend and keep con- 
stantly flapping their wings, keeping up all the time an in- 
cessant calling ; but the moment they are disturbed by a shot 
being fired at them, they conceal themselves among the branches 
and leaves, and are with the greatest difficulty discovered. 


CICHLOIDES ATRIGULARIS (Temm.) ; Jerdon, B. Ind. no. 365. 

l. g adult., from Barrackpoore. Length 9°5 in, bill from 
gape l, wing 5°75, tail 4125, tarsus 1:5. All the upper 
surface uniform greyish-brown, with light edgings to the quill- 
feathers, and a few dusky streaks on the head; chin, throat, 
and breast very dark blackish-brown, the feathers on the latter 
with light edges; abdomen and under tail-coverts white; flanks 
shaded with dusky; under wing-coverts chestnut ; bill and feet 
yellowish-brown, upper mandible darker than the lower. This 
specimen I consider a very fair type of the species in its fully 
adult phase of plumage. 

2. 3 adult., but younger than the last, from Umballa. 
Length 9°5 in., bill from gape ‘875, wing 5:5, tail 3°5, tarsus 
1:125. All the upper surface lighter brown than in No.1; the 
wing-feathers margined with a lighter huc, and the upper tail- 
coverts with light edges, of which No. 1 shows no trace. The 
head distinctly marked with dark streaks; chin whitish, with 
black streaks; breast dark blackish-brown, the feathers with 
light edges. Abdomen and under tail-coverts as in No. 1. 

3. g, younger than No. 2, from Umballa. Dimensions 
and colouring above the same as in No. 2. Chin, throat, and 
breast whitish, with black streaks, the white on the abdomen 
shaded with dusky brown. 

4. 3, younger than No. 3, but of the same dimensions. 


Letters, Announcements, &c. 125 


Much browner, more like the colour of the females; the mark- 
ings are less distinct; chin, throat, and breast whiter, with 
blackish-brown streaks. 

5. 2 adult., from Faggoo. Length 9'5in., bill from gape ‘875, 
wing 5°125, tail 3°75. In colouring, this bird is very like 
No. 4; but the marks on the chin, throat, and breast are well 
defined, and not hke the confused markings of a young bird. 
Again, the white in the centre of the chin and breast is purer, 
and the breast and flanks clouded with dusky-ash ; the abdomen 
also is more or less dotted like the breast. 

I think these five specimens are good typical ones of the 
several phases of plumage in which I have shot this species. 


MEeERvLA BoULBoUL (Lath.) ; Jerdon, B. Ind. No. 361. 

l. g adult., from Simla. Length 10°25 in., bill from gape 
1-125, wing 6, tail 4°5, tarsus 1°25. Head, neck, back, tail, 
and primaries jet-black ; rump and upper tail-coverts ashy-black ; 
scapulars and secondaries with the outer half of their feathers 
ashy-white, forming a conspicuous wing-band ; throat, chin, and 
breast black ; abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts ashy- 
black, with light-coloured margins to the feathers. Bill bright 
orange. This specimen is a good example of an adult male in 
perfect plumage. 

2. g adult., from Mussoorie. In measurements agreeing 
with No. 1; but, from being a younger bird, the fine ash-grey, 
so conspicuous in the last, is in this of a browner hue, and the 
black, instead of being so intense, has a visible brown tinge 
throughout. 

3. g jw., from Mussoorie. Length 10 in., bill from gape 
1, wing 6, tail 4, tarsus 1:375. All the upper surface black, 
with a brown hue throughout; darkest on the head, tail, and 
primaries ; the grey wing-band shaded with brown and dark, 
mixed at the bend with a few dark feathers, which are con- 
spicuously tipped with light rufous-brown; chin and middle of 
the throat pale rufous-brown ; breast black, with pale rufous- 
brown spots; abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts black 
shaded with brown. 

4. 2 adult., from Dia. Length corresponding with the adult 


126 Letters, Announcements, &e. 


males. Whole colour a fine rich brown, lighter on the abdomen, 
and shaded with rufous on the flanks; bill yellowish-orange. 
I consider this specimen a good type of the adult female. 

5. 2 juv., from Simla in September. Corresponds with the 
measurements of No.3. Above brown, like No. 4, only a little 
darker, with white streaks in the middle of the feathers of the 
back. The outer half of the wing-feathers more or less chestnut, 
which is bright at the tips at the bend. A whitish-chestnut 
streak from the chin to the throat more or less speckled with 
dark brown. Breast the same colour as the back, speckled 
with whitish-fawn ; abdomen, flanks, and vent dark dusky- 
brown. 

There is a great resemblance between this species and our 
English Blackbird ; and its fine, clear, melodious note, early of a 
morning, reminds me much of the European bird. Several of 
them are at present in full song about my house; and it is 
truly charming to hear the early concert of these songsters. 

I will send a continuation of these notes in my next letter, in 


the meantime 
I am, &c., 
Rosert S. TYTLER. 


Victoria, Vancouver Island, 
Oct. 29th, 1868. 

Sır, —From a note in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1867 (page 126, note), 
I perceive that you are somewhat uncertain as to the nature of 
the bird mentioned by Lord Milton and Dr. Cheadle under the 
name of the “ Booming Swallow.” 

I think it hardly admits of a doubt that they refer to the 
Common Night-Hawk (Chordiles virginianus). In fact I look 
on the description as remarkably accurate, proceeding as it does 
from persons without any pretensions to a scientific knowledge 
of ornithology. The long pointed wings, the Swift-lke flight, 
the hunting after flies, indicate the species correctly enough ; 
and the strange booming noise made by the bird when shooting 
down from a height is a sound well known to all those who have 


had an opportunity of watching the Night-Hawk chasing its 
prey. So little did I consider the species a matter of doubt, 


that on reading the account I immediately marked “Chordiles 
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virginianus ” in the margin of my copy. The only error is in 
the size; but as the travellers do not appear to have shot an 
example, they might easily imagine the bird when flying in the 
air, with its great expanse of wing, to be larger than it really is: 
I may add that, though the evening, towards twilight, is the 
chief time of the Night-Ilawk’s activity, there is scarcely an 
hour in the day in which I have not occasionally seen it hawking 
for insects. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. HEPBURN. 


Haarlem, Nov. 27th, 1868. 

Sir,—The interest taken in hybrids of any species of the 
Duck-tribe encourages me to inform you of the result of my ob- 
servations on three between the Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) and 
the domestic Goose (Anser ferus, var. domesticus), which came to 
maturity*. They were a male and two females. The first 
fecundated his mother and also one of his sisters. The other 
female hybrid never laid any egg. The old Goose’s eggs were 
exactly like every other Goose’s eggs, and the young birds were 
true Geese. The hybrid laid, at intervals of three or four days, 
a great number of eggs, which resembled very much in length 
and colour those of the Swan. They were rather thinner, 
however, and thereby seemed to be longer. The hybrid did not 
hatch any of them; but from some which were hatched by the 
old Goose proceeded young ones, differing only from young Geese 
in the rather darker colour of the feet. 

I hope that my information will be welcome to you, and 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. P. van Wickrevoort CRoMMELIN. 


Srr,—You, like myself, have doubtless not failed to observe 
that during the last few years our islands have been visited by 
many species of birds whose natural habitat is the eastern por- 
tion of the European continent and Asia. The cause of these 


* (Cf. Ibis, 1868, p. 226.—Eb. | 
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visits seems to be totally unknown : they cannot be regarded as 
the result of migration ; for the species referred to have only 
occurred in solitary examples and at uncertain periods, but 
generally in the months of autumn, and are mostly in a state of 
immaturity. Of these visitations, that of the Syrrhaptes in 1863 
was the most remarkable, from the great number of individuals, 
and the immense distance they must have travelled before they 
arrived in Western Europe and extended their journey to the 
British Islands. Since that date solitary examples of several 
other rare species have visited us, the whole of which I need not 
recapitulate here; but I may mention Muscicapa parva (Ibis, 
1864, p. 130), Emberiza pusilla (Ibis, 1865, p. 113), the more 
rare E. rustica, caught near Brighton, Oct. 23, 1867, and sub- 
mitted alive the same day to Mr. G. Dawson Rowley, as well as 


a second * British-killed example of Reguloides superciliosus, 
which last was obtained within a mile of Cheltenham, Oct. 11, 
1867, by Mr. J. T. White. 

I have now to inform you of the occurrence of Emberiza 
(Euspiza) melanocephala,of which avery fine old female specimen, 
in perfect plumage, is now before me. It was broughtto me by 
Mr. Robert Brazener, of 23 Lewes Road, Brighton, by whom it 
was shot about the 3rd of November last, near Mr. Ballard’s 
windmill, on Brighton Racecourse, while, as he stated, “it was 
following a flock of Yellow Hammers.” His two sons were with 
him at the time. On an examination of the bird, a number of 
eges were found in the ovarium. This is all the information I 
was able to obtain respecting it. 

While writing the above, the post has brought me a letter 
from Mr. T. J. Monk, of Mountfield House, Lewes, informing 
me that on the 23rd inst. a fine example of the Black-throated 
Thrush (Turdus atrigularis) was shot near that place, and is 
now in his possession. It is a male in excellent condition, and 
is, as he rightly believes, the first specimen of the species on 
record as obtained in Great Britain. 

I am, Sir, yours very faithfully, 
Joun GouLp. 


26 Charlotte Street, Bedford Square, London, 
Dec. 30, 1868. 


* (Cf. Ibis, 1867, pp. 252, 253.—Ep.] 


